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Preface 
The first international conference on the p and hp versions of the finite element method: p and 
hp Finite Element Methods: Mathematics and Engineering Practice was held at Washington 
University, St. Louis, USA during May 31 - June 2, 2000. It was dedicated to Professor Barna 
A. Szabo on the occasion of his 65th birthday. 
The major themes of the conference focused on recent developments in the mathematical 
foundations and other research areas of p and hp FEM, as well as the applicability of these 
methods in engineering practice. Over 100 participants from 15 different countries took part 
in the conference. There were nine plenary lectures, by I. BabuSka, J.T. Oden, S. Paydarfar, 
C. Schwab, T. Belytschko, G. Karniadakis, M.J. Wheeler, B. Andersson and B. Guo. Several 
of ‘the more than 75 talks presented at the conference were submitted as papers. Out of these, 
12 have been accepted for publication after a normal review process in this journal and another 
11 in International Journal for Numerical Methods in Engineering, both volumes being special 
issues dedicated to the conference. 
We would like to thank the scientific committee members: Mark Ainsworth, Ivo Babuska, Ted 
Belytschko, Leszek Demkowicz, Steve Engelstad, David Gottlieb, Benqi Guo, Joseph Flaherty, 
Istvan Paczelt, Albert0 Peano, Alan depennington, Ernst Rank, Christoph Schwab, Rolf Sten- 
berg, Ernst Stephan, Wolfgang Wendland, and Olof Widlund who were extremely efficient and 
helpful, and the steering committee members Ricardo Actis, I. Norman Katz, David Peters, Er- 
win Y. Rodin as well as Nancy Rubin and Kent Myers whose local efforts in St. Louis and at the 
host institute helped us a great deal. We would also like to express our gratitude to the sponsors, 
without whose support this conference would not have been possible: The Air Force Office of 
Scientific Research, Air Force Research Laboratory, USAF, the US Army Research Office, and 
the Mechanical Engineering and System Science and Mathematics Departments at Washington 
University, St. Louis, USA. 
Thii special issue of Computers and Mathematics with Applications includes 12 papers based on 
conference talks, on a wide range of computational mechanics topics, both from the engineering 
as well as mathematical regimes. They are all related to high-order finite element methods and 
are ordered alphabetically by first author. 
The guest editors of this issue wish to thank all authors for their spirited effort and timely 
contributions, and the editor of CMA for dedicating this issue for pFEM2000 and Professor 
Barna Szabo. 
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